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University Senate discusses
international students task force and
solidifes smoking ban
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The University Senate of Hofdra University met for their thind meeting thisyear on M onday, Mov. 12, to
discuss unresolved agenda items and passnew resolutions The meeting began with quedions about how
Bveryone was coping with the aftermath of Superstomn Sandy. The meeting then continued with itsusual
routine of Liora Schmelkin, SeniorVice Provod for Academic Affairs asking for approval of the minutes
from the previous meeting (October 8). Immediately afterwards, Schmelkin announced the official passing
of the smoking ban on south campus, which was recently signed by President Stuart Rabinowitz and will
go into effect next semeder

The meeting passed several basic resolutions, including format changes of phrasesused in the Graduate
Bulletin specifying the definition of an unofficial withdrawal. A second resolution passed was a revision to
what defines basic regulationsin governing graduate programsfound in the Graduate Studies Bulletin. A
third resolution called forthe review of University Senate Representation every three years and the
amount of representatives allowed for each department dependent on the department's amount of faculty
members The fourth resolution passed wasmod discussed asit had the potential to camy the mos
influence on the University if implemented.

The fourth and final resolution called forthe creation of a taskforce to study the increasing population of
intemational sudents at Hofstra University. The resolution at present sates

“ThisTaskForce will gudy and propose recommendationson issues such as
a)Language barrers

b} Cultural and social integration into the university community

c) Academic gandards and expectations

d)Enhancing relationshipswith other sgudent groups

“This growth has been forthe las couple of years a trend,” said Schmelkin.

While the proposal lisged these fourissuesto focuson, it also gated that the composition of the task force
would include individualsto represent the nine following organizations Graduate and undergraduate
admissions, faculty from different academic units of the university, various University Senate Committees
University Counsel's Office, Center for the University Advisement, Office of Multicultural and International
Student Programs (MISPOQ), English Language Program, Provod's Office and at [eas three fudentsto
represent undergraduate and graduate intemational sudents

Some senate members present were concerned about the representation of these groupsand thought
additional representation wasnecessary.

Dr Gerda Kamberova said she could relate to the concems of international gudents Kamberova, a
professor of computer sciencesand member of the Faculty Affairs Committee, wasan intemational
sgudent when she attended college in the U.5. She believesthat better servicesto assid sudents with
navigating the University and the Long lsland region are peinent to enhancing sudents experiences
here at Hofstra.

‘There are complaintsfrom students[requeding] servicesthat can help them navigate,” said Kamberova.

Asdiscussion of the taskforce progressed and recommendationsand changesto the resolution'scurrent
written form were suggested, many senators added their opinions on the subject according to their own
experiences with international sudents

Student senator Jesse Crosson, a senior at Hofstra and majorin political science, said, “Asa friend and
bible gudy leader of a lot of international sudents many [international ssudents] say there is a difficulty
of integrating with [the local community].”

Jesse wanted to highlight that integration is a vital part of the study, which iscentered on the increasing
number of international gudents Many senators agreed that this subject should be treated with utmod
importance.

The taskforce wasintroduced to the senate's attention by professor and senator D Carole Papper, and
would be the first task force at Hofstra to address the growth of international sudents and the improve ment
of gudent life for these sudentsthrough improved programming and sewices Currently MISPO takesthe
lead on providing information and aid forinternational fudentsat Hofgra University. Jessica Eads Vice
FPresident of Enrollment Management, said that a recent survey examined MISFO and that
recommendations are being considered forwhat the office can improve on.

Eads said that she wanted the university to addressthe MISPO office with a message sating, "Here isthe
progresswe made and here are the holesthat gill exis”

Before a taskforce can be officially formed, the resolution mus be passed at the next faculty meeting on
Dec. ¥ and mus follow a resolution’s usual process of being approved by the Provos and signed by
Fresident Stuart Habinowitz.
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